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Biography

Ivan Nyagatare started this project to explore his curiosity and curate
Rwandan stories in contemporary media. It is entirely self-funded and
non-profit. Ivan Nyagatare helps to make these biographies more widely
available by updating and publishing them on readrwanda.com and
Wikipedia.

Dr Danteés Singiza, Historian of Rwanda (PhD), who works at Belgium's
Royal Museum for Central Africa or The AfricaMuseum aids this endeavour
as an author and editor who verifies the biography's veracity.

Additionally, this research would not be feasible without the help of the
AfricaMuseum and its Archives and collection management section, who
generously agreed to share their archives with us.

We are grateful to everyone who helped with this project, and if you have
any queries, please email contact@ivanyagatare.com.
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HP.1955.17.337, collection MRAC Tervuren ; photo C. Lamote (Inforcongo), s.d. CC-BY 4.0

This photo was taken in 1955.
Queen Rosalie Gicanda and her husband, King Mutara Ill Rudahigwa, are at the Nyanza / Rukali Royal Palace.
Cette photo a été prise en 1955.
La reine Rosalie Gicanda et son époux, le roi Mutara Il Rudahigwa, se trouvent au palais royal de Nyanza / Rukali.
lyi foto yafotowe mu 1955.
Umwamikazi Rosalie Gicanda na Mutara Il Rudahigwa. Aha bari ni mu rugo rwabo, ku Ngoro yo mu Rukali.
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THE LAST QUEEN
OF RWANDA

THE LIFE OF ROSALIE GICANDA

Born in 1928 in Kiziguro, Rosalie Gicanda is the daughter
of Martin Gatsinzi and Christiana Makwindigiri. She was
born into the Banyiginya clan and the Bahebera lineage.
Rosalie Gicanda spent her childhood in Ndorwa where her

father settled with his family.

At the age of 13, she was selected among the other
beautiful girls of Rwanda to become a royal bride.

In fact, King Mutara Ill Rudahigwa divorced his first wife,
Nyiramakomari, in 1940 and vowed to remarry and have
offspring, especially an heir, which he had not had at the

time.

At the end of 1941, Gicanda went to Shyogwe, to the
palace of the Queen Mother of Rwanda, Nyiramavugo Il
Kankazi. Alongside Rosalie Mukamutara, the favourite
candidate, Euphrasie Kayirangwa and Valerie
Mukansoroza, Gicanda was put to the test by the queen

mother and her younger sister, Immaculée Kabanyana.

She was observed. Her actions, qualities and faults
were noted and annotated. During the final test,
Gicanda was chosen by King Mutara Ill Rudahigwa

who was charmed by her natural modesty.

Rosalie Gicanda and Mutara Rudahigwa got married
religiously on 18 January 1942, during a ceremony

celebrated in the Kabgayi basilica.

She later joined her husband at the royal palace in

Rukari. The two formed a close couple.

Gicanda discreetly advised her husband and made it a
point of honour to distance herself from the exercise
of power. She was always by her husband's side at all
major events in the country and accompanied him on
trips abroad in 1955 and 1958.

At the same time, she completed her intellectual and
religious training with the Benebikira Sisters of

Nyanza.
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On 25 July 1959, Mutara lll Rudahigwa died unexpectedly
without him and Gicanda having had children. As a result,
three days later, Jean-Baptiste Ndahindurwa succeeded

his elder brother on the throne.

The new king of Rwanda, son of Yuhi V Musinga and
Bernadette Mukashema, was invested under the dynastic

name of Kigeli V.

Saddened by the death of her husband, Rosalie Gicanda
was inconsolable. She continued to live in the royal palace
of Rukari while her brother-in-law, King Kigeli V, lived in

another palace in Nyanza (Nyanza ku bigega)

During the unrest of November 1959, Gicanda provided
assistance to Tutsi families threatened with execution. She
sheltered them and took care of their exodus to the
countries bordering Rwanda. She herself, a victim of
threats, humiliations and persecutions of all kinds,

considered going into exile.

One year after Rwanda's independence in 1962, Gicanda
took the road to exile but stopped before crossing the
border. Thinking of her mother and other relatives, she
turned back and returned to Nyanza. Resolving to stay in
Rwanda no matter what, Gicanda lives lived with her
mother, sisters and sisters-in-law in Nyanza. Later, these
ladies were joined by Prince Joseph Ruzindana, the
brother of Mutara Rudahigwa and Kigeli Ndahindurwa.
Just released from prison and house arrest, Joseph
Ruzindana resolved to stay in Rwanda and assist Mutara's

family.

On 1st April 1964, Rosalie Gicanda was expelled from the
royal palace of Rukari. She was even forbidden to stay in

the area of Nyanza by order of the Kayibanda government.

With her mother, her brother-in-law Ruzindana, her two
sisters, her nieces and her servants, she settled in Butare
(ex-Astrida) in a modest house put at her disposal by the

prefectural administration.

In order to provide for the household's food needs,
Joseph Ruzindana worked hard and courageously
outdid himself.

From time to time, the house in Gicanda received
messages and parcels from exiled relatives and thus
endured the deprivations and humiliations inflicted by

the extremists of Kayibanda's First Republic.

As misfortune happens not only once in a lifetime,
Joseph Ruzindana died tragically in a traffic accident
on 15 April 1972. Deeply affected by this new loss,
Rosalie Gicanda remained dignified and found comfort
in prayer as well as in the friendly gestures of some

people.

In order to survive, she decided to sell milk and very
quickly her product became a success with the people
of Butare, who loved its delicious taste. Always open,
Gicanda's house also became a haven for the destitute,

the persecuted, travellers and other needy.

The population of Butare and soon the whole country
appreciated her for her dignity, her piety, her
generosity, her hospitality, her affability, her humour,
her friendliness, her open-mindedness, her beauty, her
uprightness, her infinite love for her late husband and

above all her humility.

Indeed, many Rwandan families were always surprised
to see her honouring their invitations to sometimes
trivial celebrations. On 1 October 1990, the Rwandan
Patriotic Front, a politico-military movement
composed mainly of Tutsi exiles, launched an attack

intending a return to Rwanda.

Indeed, many Rwandan families were always surprised
to see her honouring their invitations to sometimes

trivial celebrations.
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On 1 October 1990, the Rwandan Patriotic Front, a
politico-military movement composed mainly of Tutsi

exiles, launched an attack intending a return to Rwanda.

In the aftermath of this attack and the subsequent rise of
anti-Tutsi extremism, Rosalie Gicanda was increasingly
threatened for her membership in the Tutsi group as well
as for her family ties. Indeed, the leader of the armed wing
of the RPF, General Paul Kagame, is none other than her
nephew (Kagame's maternal grandfather, Kanamugire, is
the old brother of Gatsinzi, Gicanda's father; Kagame's
mother, Asteria Bisinda, is Kanamugire's daughter and

therefore Gicanda's cousin)!

Gicanda subsequently received terrifying anonymous
phone calls and these raised her blood pressure. In
November 1993, Gicanda went to Belgium for medical
treatment. When she recovered, several relatives begged
her not to return immediately to Rwanda because of the
growing ethnic hatred and the ideology of systematic
extermination of the Tutsis. Thinking of her mother and
nieces who were left alone, Gicanda returned to Rwanda
in March 1994.

A few weeks later, after the death of President Juvénal
Habyarimana, the genocide against the Tutsis was
unleashed in Kigali and in several prefectures of the
country. The town of Butare, where Gicanda lives, was

spared for a fortnight.

No massacres or persecutions of Tutsis there thanks to the
tenacity and humanity of the prefect of Butare, Dr Jean-

Baptiste Habyarimana.

Determined to extend the genocide against the Tutsis to
the entire country, the interim president of Rwanda, Dr
Théodore Sindikubwabo, personally visited the prefecture
of Butare on the 19th of April 1994 and called, in a coded
speech, on the Hutu population to exterminate their Tutsi

compatriots.

The day after this inflammatory speech, Lieutenant
Jean-Pierre Bizimana, at the head of a platoon of Hutu
extremist soldiers, went to Rosalie Gicanda's house. On
the orders of Captain lldephonse Nizeyimana, in
charge of intelligence and military operations in the
town of Butare, Lieutenant Bizimana and his
subordinates seized Gicanda and her nieces, then
transported them to the gardens of the National
Museum of Rwanda, located a few kilometres away,
and murdered them in conditions that combined

cruelty and humiliation.

Two days later, the same soldiers returned to Gicanda's
house and murdered her mother, who was left alone.

The assassination of Rosalie Gicanda gave the signal for
the beginning of the genocide against the Tutsis in the

town of the Butare prefecture.

Indeed, she was the first person to fall victim to the
genocidaires in this prefecture, which had previously

been immune to the crime of crimes.

As soon as the news of her murder spread, the
extremist Hutu bands of Butare systematically

massacred their compatriots, their Tutsi neighbours.

After the genocide against the Tutsis, Gicanda's body
was recovered and buried, in dignity, next to the
remains of her husband, King Mutara Ill Rudahigwa.
Both are buried at the royal memorial of Mwima, in

Nyanza.

Due to her kindness and aura, Rosalie Gicanda was the
subject of several artistic compositions, such as the
song 'Inyange' composed in her honour by the

Rwandan diva Cécile Kayirebwa.
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2018.5.11-30, collection MRAC Tervuren ; photo Inforcongo, 1955 CC-BY 4.0

This photo was taken on 9/11/1955 in Brussels, Belgium.
Queen Rosalie Gicanda greets King Baudouin | of Belgium.
The photo also features King Mutara Ill Rudahigwa and Burundi's King Mwambutsa IV Bangiricenge.
Additionally, this photograph includes civil servants at the Belgian Ministry of the Colonies, Pierre Staner and Pierre Tygat.
Cette photo a été prise a Bruxelles, en Belgique, le 11/9/1955.
La reine Rosalie Gicanda saluant le roi des Belges, Baudouin ler.
Les autres personnages de la photo sont le roi Mutara Ill Rudahigwa, le roi du Burundi, Mwambutsa IV Bangiricenge. Pierre Staner et Pierre Tygat,
fonctionnaires au Ministére belge des Colonies, apparaissent aussi sur cette photo.

lyi foto yafatiwe i Buruseli, mu Bubiligi, ku itariki ya 11/9/1955.
Umwamikazi Rosalie Gicanda aramukanya n‘'umwami Baudouin | w'Ababiligi.
Abandi bayiriho ni umugabo wa Gicanda, Umwami Mutara Ill Rudahigwa, Umwami w'u Burundi, Mwambutsa IV Bangiricenge.
Abo bahagararanye n'abami ni Pierre Staner na Pierre Tytgat bakoraga muri Minisiteri yari ishinzwe ibihugu bikolonijwe n'Ababiligi (Ministére des
Colonies/Colonial Office).
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LA DERNIERE REINE
DU RWANDA

LA VIE DE ROSALIE GICANDA

Née en 1928, a Kiziguro, Rosalie Gicanda est la fille de
Martin Gatsinzi et de Christiana Makwindigiri. Elle est née
au sein du clan des Banyiginya et du lignage des

Bahebera.

Rosalie Gicanda passe son enfance au Ndorwa ou son pére
s’est installé avec sa famille. A I'dge de 13 ans, elle est
sélectionnée parmi les autres belles filles du Rwanda afin

de faire partie des fiancées royales.

En effet, le roi Mutara Ill Rudahigwa divorcé, en 1940, de sa
premiére femme, Nyiramakomari, forme le voeu de se
remarier et d’avoir une descendance, surtout un héritier,

qu’il n‘avait pas alors eu.

A la fin de 1941, Gicanda se rend alors a Shyogwe, au palais
de la reine-mére du Rwanda, Nyiramavugo lll Kankazi.
Aux cOtés de Rosalie Mukamutara, la candidate favorite,
d’Euphrasie Kayirangwa et de Valérie Mukansoroza,
Gicanda est soumise a I'épreuve par la reine-mére ainsi
que par la soeur cadette de celle-ci, Immaculée

Kabanyana.

Elle y est notamment observée. Ses faits et gestes, ses
qualités et défauts sont repérés et annotés. Lors de
I'ultime test, Gicanda est choisie par le roi Mutara lll

Rudahigwa charmé par sa pudeur naturelle.

Rosalie Gicanda et Mutara Rudahigwa se marient
religieusement, le 18 janvier 1942, lors d’'une cérémonie
célébrée dans la basilique de Kabgayi. Elle rejoint par
la suite son mari au palais royal de Rukari. Les deux
forment un couple fusionnel. Gicanda conseille
discrétement son époux et met un point d’honneur a
se distancer de I'exercice du pouvoir. Elle est toujours
aux cotés de son mari dans tous les grands
événements du pays et 'accompagne lors des voyages
a I'étranger en 1955 ainsi qu’en 1958. En paralléle, elle
parfait sa formation intellectuelle et religieuse auprés

des Sceurs Benebikira de Nyanza.

Le 25 juillet 1959, Mutara Il Rudahigwa meurt
inopinément sans que lui et Gicanda aient eu des
enfants. De ce fait, trois jours plus tard, Jean-Baptiste

Ndahindurwa succéde a son frére ainé au trone.
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Le nouveau roi du Rwanda, fils de Yuhi V Musinga et de
Bernadette Mukashema, est investi sous le nom
dynastique de Kigeli V. Terrassée par le décés de son
époux, Rosalie Gicanda est inconsolable. Elle continue de
vivre au palais royal de Rukari pendant que son beau-
frére, le roi Kigeli V, vit dans un autre palais de Nyanza

(Nyanza ku bigega).

Lors des troubles de novembre 1959, Gicanda préte
assistance aux familles tutsi menacées d’exécution. Elle
les héberge et se charge de leurs exodes vers les pays

limitrophes du Rwanda.

Elle-méme, victime des menaces, des humiliations et des

persécutions de toutes sortes, envisage de s’exiler.

Un an aprés I'indépendance du Rwanda survenue en 1962,
Gicanda fuit Nyanza. Elle emprunte le chemin d’exil, mais
s’arréte avant le passage de la frontiére. Songeant a sa
meére et aux autres proches, elle rebrousse chemin et

rentre a Nyanza.

Résolue a son sort et a rester au Rwanda quoi qu'il arrive,
Gicanda vit avec sa mére, ses soeurs et ses belles-soeurs a
Nyanza. Plus tard, ces dames sont rejointes par le prince
Joseph Ruzindana, le frére de Mutara Rudahigwa et de
Kigeli Ndahindurwa. Tout juste libéré de prison et d’'une
résidence surveillée, Joseph Ruzindana prend la ferme
résolution de rester au Rwanda et de porter assistance a

la famille de Mutara.

Le 1 avril 1964, Rosalie Gicanda est expulsée du palais royal
de Rukari. Elle est méme interdite de séjourner dans
I'arrondissement de Nyanza sur ordre du gouvernement

de Kayibanda.

Avec sa mére, son beau-frére Ruzindana, ses 2 sceurs, ses
niéces ainsi que ses domestiques, elle s’établit a Butare
(ex-Astrida) dans une maison modeste mise a sa

disposition par I'administration préfectorale.

Pour subvenir aux besoins alimentaires de la maisonnée,
Joseph Ruzindana travaille dur et se surpasse

courageusement.

De temps a temps, la maison de Gicanda recoit des
messages et des colis des proches exilés et supporte
ainsi les privations et les humiliations infligées par les

extrémistes de la lére république de Kayibanda.

Comme un malheur n’arrive pas qu’une fois dans la vie
humaine, Joseph Ruzindana meurt tragiquement dans
un accident de circulation, le 15 avril 1972. Profondément
affectée par cette nouvelle perte, Rosalie Gicanda reste
digne et trouve du réconfort dans la priére de méme que

dans les gestes amicaux de quelques personnes.

Pour survivre, elle prend la décision de revendre du lait et
trés rapidement, son produit connait du succés aupres

des Butaréens attirés par son gout délicieux.

Toujours ouverte, la maison de Gicanda devient aussi un
havre pour les démunis, les persécutés, les voyageurs et
d’autres nécessiteux. La population de Butare et bientot
de tout le pays l'apprécie pour sa dignité face a
I'adversité, sa piété, sa générosité, son hospitalité, son
affabilité, son humour, sa convivialité, son ouverture
d’esprit, sa beauté, sa droiture, son amour infinie pour

son défunt époux et par-dessus tout son humilité.

En effet, bien de familles rwandaises ont toujours été
surprises de la voir honorer leurs invitations aux fétes

parfois triviales.

Le ler octobre 1990, le Front patriotique rwandais, un
mouvement politico-militaire composé majoritairement
d’exilés tutsi, déclenche une guerre de retour au
Rwanda. Au lendemain de cette attaque et suite a la
montée subséquente de I'extrémisme anti-tutsi, Rosalie
Gicanda est de plus en plus menacée pour son
appartenance au groupe des Tutsi ainsi que pour ses

liens familiaux.
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En effet, le leader de la branche armée du FPR, le général
Paul Kagame, n’est nul autre que son neveu (le grand-pére
maternel de Kagame, Kanamugire, est le petit-fréere de
Gatsinzi, le pére de Gicanda; la mére de Kagame, Astérie
Bisinda, est la fille de Kanamugire et donc la cousine de
Gicanda)!

Gicanda recoit par la suite des appels anonymes terrifiants

et ceux-ci accélérent sa tension artérielle.

En novembre 1993, Gicanda se rend en Belgique poury
bénéficier de soins médicaux. Lors de sa guérison,
plusieurs proches la supplient d’éviter de rentrer
immédiatement au Rwanda en raison de la croissance de
la haine ethnique et de lI'idéologie prénant I'extermination
systématique des Tutsi. Pensant a sa meére et a ses nieces

restées seules, Gicanda rentre au Rwanda en mars 1994.

Quelques semaines plus tard, a la mort du président
Juvénal Habyarimana, le génocide contre les Tutsi est
déclenché a Kigali et dans plusieurs préfectures du pays.
La ville de Butare ou vit Gicanda est épargnée pendant
deux semaines. Aucun massacre, aucune persécution des
Tutsi N’y sont entrepris grace a la ténacité et a ’lhumanité

du préfet de Butare, le Dr Jean-Baptiste Habyarimana.

Déterminé a étendre le génocide contre les Tutsi a tout le
pays, le président intérimaire du Rwanda,

le Dr Théodore Sindikubwabo, se rend personnellement
dans la préfecture de Butare, le 19 avril 1994, et appelle,
dans un discours codé, la population hutu a exterminer

leurs compatriotes tutsi.

Au lendemain de ce discours incendiaire, le lieutenant
Jean-Pierre Bizimana, a la téte d’'un peloton constitué
de soldats extrémistes hutu, se rend chez Rosalie
Gicanda.

Sur ordre du capitaine lldephonse Nizeyimana, en
charge du renseignement et des opérations militaires
dans la ville de Butare, le lieutenant Bizimana et ses
subordonnés s’emparent de Gicanda et de ses niéces,
puis les transportent dans les jardins du Musée
national du Rwanda, situé a quelques kilométres de 13,
et les assassinent dans des conditions mélant la
cruauté a I'humiliation. Deux jours apres, les mémes
soldats retournent a la maison de Gicanda ety

assassinent sa mére restée alors seule.

L'assassinat de Rosalie Gicanda donne le signal du
début du génocide des Tutsi dans la ville de la
préfecture de Butare. En effet, elle est la premiére
personne a tomber sous les coups des génocidaires
dans cette préfecture immunisée auparavant contre le

crime des crimes.

Aussitot que la nouvelle de son meurtre est repandue,
les bandes extrémistes hutu de Butare massacrent
systématiquement leurs compatriotes, leurs voisins

tutsi.

Aprés le génocide contre les Tutsi, le corps de Gicanda
est récupéré et inhumé, dans la dignité, auprées de la
dépouille de son mari, le roi Mutara Il Rudahigwa. Les

deux reposent au mémorial royal de Mwima, a Nyanza.
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HP.1955.17.340, collection MRAC Tervuren ; photo C. Lamote (Inforcongo), s.d. CC-BY 4.0

Queen Gicanda's hair is being styled by a young servant.
This photograph was taken in 1955 in Brussels, during a visit to Belgium by the Rwandan royal couple. The
trip also included King Mwambutsa IV Bangiricenge and several Rwandan and Burundian chiefs.
La reine Gicanda en train d'étre coiffée par une jeune domestique.

Cette image a été photographiée, a Bruxelles, en 1955, lors du voyage du couple royal rwandais en
Belgique. Le roi Mwambutsa IV Bangiricenge était aussi du voyage, de méme que certains chefs du
Rwanda et du Burundi.

Umwamikazi Gicanda ari gutunganyirizwa umusatsi n'umukobwa wamukoreraga.
lyi foto yafotorewe i Buruseli, mu 1955, ubwo Gicanda yari yaherekeje umugabo we, Umwami Mutara Ill
Rudahigwa, mu ruzinduko yari yagiriye mu Bubiligi, hamwe n'Umwami Mwambutsa IV Bangiricenge,
ndetse na bamwe mu batware bo mu Rwanda n'u Burundi.
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UMWAMIKAZI WANYUMA
W' U RWANDA

UBUZIMA BWA ROSALIE GICANDA

Rosalie Gicanda yavutse mu 1928, avukira i Kiziguro akaba

umukobwa wa Martin Gatsinzi na Christiana Makwindigiri.

Yavukiye mu bwoko bw’Abanyiginya b’Abahebera.

Rosalie Gicanda yakuriye i Ndorwa aho Se yari yarimuriye
umuryango we. Afite imyaka 13, Gicanda yatoranyijwe mu
bandi bakobwa beza bo mu Rwanda kugira ngo abe mu

bageni b'umwami.

Icyo gihe, Umwami Mutara wa lll Rudahigwa, yari amaze
gutandukana n‘'umugore we wa mbere, Nyiramakomari,

mu mwaka w'i 1940.

Mutara yari amaze igihe kinini yifuza kongera gushaka no

kubyara uwazamuzungura hanyuma.

Mu mpera Zumwaka wW'i 1941, Gicanda yagiye i Shyogwe,
ku ngoro y'Umugabekazi w'u Rwanda, Nyiramavugo lll

Kankazi.

Hamwe na Rosalie Mukamutara, umukobwa wari ufite
amahirwe menshi yo kuzatoranywaho umugore
w'umwami, ndetse na Euphrasie Kayirangwa na
Valérie Mukansoroza, Gicanda yagenzuwe
n‘'umugabekazi hamwe na murumuna we, Immaculée

Kabanyana, babanaga aho i Shyogwe.

Nyiramavugo na Kabanyana bagenzuye abo bakobwa
bitonze cyane. Basuzumye imirimo yabo, bitegereza
imico yabo, bagenzura imivugire yabo, banonosora
uburanga n'ubusembwa bw’abo bari b'i Rwanda. Ku
munsi w'igeragezwa rya nyuma, Gicanda yatoranyijwe
n‘'umwami Mutara Ill Rudahigwa, washimishijwe

n'ubupfura bwe.

Ku ya 18 Mutarama 1942, Rosalie Gicanda na Mutara
Rudahigwa bashyingiranywe mu kiliziya, mu birori
byizihirijwe muri Basilika ya Kabgayi. Nyuma y’ibirori
by'ubukwe, Gicanda yagiye kubana n'umugabo we mu

ngoro yumwami mu Rukari.
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Nuko bubaka urugo rukomeye kandi rwvunze ubumwe.
Gicanda yagiraga inama umugabo we mu ibanga, akirinda
ariko kwivanga mu miyoborere y’igihugu. Ku minsi mikuru
y'igihugu cyangwa iya Leta y’Abakoloni b’Ababiligi,
Gicanda yabaga ari iruhande rw’'umugabo we, akamuba
hafi igihe cyose , ndetse yamuherekeje, ubugira kabiri, mu
ngendo umwami Mutara yagiriye mu mahanga, mu

Bulayi, mu mwaka wa 1955 ndetse no mu 1958.

Ku ruhande, Gicanda yarushagaho kunoza ubumenyi bwe
mu by’idini ndetse no gutyaza ubwenge bwe

abifashijwemo n’Abihayimana b’Abenebikira b’i Nyanza.

Ku ya 25 Nyakanga 1959, Mutara Ill Rudahigwa yatanze mu
buryo butunguranye. Atanga nta mwana yari yabyarana
na Gicanda. Kubera iyo mpamvu, nyuma y'iminsi itatu,
igikomangoma Jean-Baptiste Ndahindurwa yasimbuye

mukuru we, Rudahigwa, ku ngoma.

Umwami mushya w'u Rwanda akaba ubwo umuhungu
wa Yuhi V Musinga na Bernadette Mukashema, yimitswe
ku izina ry'ubwami rya Kigeli V. Rosalie Gicanda yatewe
agahinda gakomeye n’itanga ry'umugabo we, intimba iba
nyinshi ariko abasha kuyihanganira. Nyuma y’itanga rya
Mutara Rudahigwa, Rosalie Gicanda yakomeje gutura mu
ngoro y'umwami yo mu Rukari, mu gihe muramu we,
Umwami Kigeli V, yari atuye mu yindi ngoro y’i Nyanza
(Nyanza ku bigega).

Mu gihe cy’'imvururu zo mu Gushyingo 1959, Gicanda
yafashije imiryango y'Abatutsi yahigwaga ngo yicwe.
Yarayicumbikiye, yita ku mibereho yayo ndetse afasha
n'imwe guhunga igihugu, ihungisha amagara yayo mu
bihugu bituranye n'u Rwanda.

Nyuma yo guhohoterwa, gusuzugurwa no gutotezwa mu
buryo bwose, Gicanda yatekereje uko yahunga na we.
Umwaka umwe nyuma y'ubwigenge bw'u Rwanda mu

1962, Gicanda yarahunze ava i Nyanza.

N’'uko afata inzira yerekeza mu buhungiro ariko ageze
ku mupaka arahagara. Nyuma yo gutekereza kuri nyina
na bene wabo asize inyuma, Gicanda yarahindukiye

asubira i Nyanza.

Kubera ko yari yiyemeje guhara amagara ye akaguma
mu Rwanda uko byagenda kose, Gicanda yakomeje
kubana na nyina na barumuna be i Nyanza. Nyuma
yaho igikomangoma Joseph Ruzindana,
umuvandimwe wa Mutara Rudahigwa na Kigeli
Ndahindurwa, yaje kwifatanya n’abo bategarugori.
Akimara gufungurwa no gukurirwaho ubugenzuzi yari
afite, Joseph Ruzindana yiyemeje kuguma mu Rwanda

no gufasha umuryango wa Mutara.

Ku ya 1 Mata 1964, Rosalie Gicanda yirukanwe mu
ngoro ya cyami y'i Rukari. Ndetse abuzwa no kuguma
mu karere ka Nyanza abitegetswe na guverinoma ya
Kayibanda. N'uko we na nyina, muramu we Ruzindana,
bashiki be 2, abishywa be n'abakozi be, bajya gutura i
Butare (ahahoze hitwa Astrida) mu nzu iciriritse yari
ahawe n'ubuyobozi bwa perefegitura. Kugira ngo
abone ibitunga uwo muryango wose, Joseph

Ruzindana yarakoraga cyane, agakorana umwete.

Rimwe na rimwe, Gicanda yabonaga ubutumwa
n’'impano zivuye kwa bene wabo bari mu buhungiro
hirya no hino, bityo bikabafasha kwihanganira
agasuzuguro, ubukene, itotezwa n’agahinda
byaterwaga n'intagondwa za Repubulika ya1ya
Kayibanda.

Kwa kundi ibyago bigwira kenshi umuntu mu buzima
bwe, Joseph Ruzindana yaje kwitaba Imana, apfa azize

impanuka y'umuhanda ku ya 15 Mata 1972.

Nyuma y’'agahinda gakomeye yatewe no kongera
kubura undi muntu wamurwanyeho, Rosalie Gicanda
yarabyihanganiye, nuko abonera ihumure mu
masengesho ndetse no mu bufasha yagendaga

ahabwa n’inshuti.
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Kugira ngo abone ibimubeshaho, Gicanda yahisemo kujya
agurisha amata, maze mu gihe gito amata yacuruzaga
aramamara, arakundwa cyane, ashimwa by’'umwihariko

n’Abanyabutare bakururwaga n'uburyohe bwayo.

Amarembo y'urugo rwe yahoraga afunguye, nuko mu gihe
gito inzu ye iba icumbi ry’abatishoboye, abatotezwa,

abagenzi n'abandi bakeneye ubufasha.

Abaturage ba Butare n’Abanyarwanda benshi bashimaga
ineza ya Gicanda, bakubaha ukwihangana kwe mu gihe
cy’amakuba, bakamukundira ukubaha Imana kwe,
ubuntu bwe, urukundo rwe, urwenya rwe, urugwiro rwe,
ibitekerezo bye, inama ze, ubwiza bwe, gukiranuka kwe,
urukundo rutagira urugero yari afitiye umugabo we,
Mutara Rudahigwa, ariho hejuru ya byose bakarata

ukwicisha bugufi kwe.

Ni kenshi cyane imiryango myinshi y’Abanyarwanda
yatungurwaga no kubona yemera ubutumire bwabo,

akitabira ibirori byabaga rimwe na rimwe biciriritse.

Ku ya 1 Ukwakira 1990, umutwe wa gisirikare wa FPR
watangije mu Rwanda intambara yo kwibohora. Uwo
mutwe wari ugizwe ahanini n’Abatutsi bari barahungiye,
guhera muri 1959, muri Uganda, i Burundi, muri
Zaire/Congo, muri Tanzaniya no mu bindi bihugu

by’ Afurika cyangwa se byo hirya no hino ku isi.

Nyuma y’itangira ry'urugamba, amacakubiri n'urwango
rwagirirwaga Abatutsi byariyongereye, ndetse bifata
intera isumbyeho. Ibi byateye Rosalie Gicanda
guhangayika cyane kubera ko yabarurwaga mu bwoko
bw’Abatutsi. Amasano ye yo mu muryango wa hafi nayo
yashoboraga kwitwazwa n’abahezanguni mu

kumukandamiza.

Urugero, nk'umugaba w'ingabo za FPR, Jenerali Paul
Kagame, yari mwishywa we (se wa nyina wa
Nyakubahwa Paul Kagame, Kanamugire, yari murumuna
wa Gatsinzi, se wa Gicanda; nyina wa Kagame, Astérie
Bisinda, ni umukobwa wa Kanamugire bityo akaba yari

mubyara wa Gicanda)!

Nyuma yaho, Gicanda yagiye ahamagarwa kuri
téléphone n'abantu atazi, bakamutera ubwoba kugeza

ubwo agize ikibazo cy'umuvuduko ukabije w'amaraso.

Mu Gushyingo 1993, Gicanda yagiye mu Bubiligi
kwivurizayo. Amaze gukira, inshuti ze n’abantu benshi bo
muryango we baramwinginze ngo yirinde guhita asubira
mu Rwanda kubera ko urwango rushingiye ku moko
ndetse n'ingengabitekerezo ishyigikira gutsemba
abatutsi byari birimo kwiyongera cyane. Ariko, Gicanda
yarabahakaniye, afata icyemezo cyo gusubira mu
Rwanda muri Werurwe 1994, kugirango agume hafi
y'umubyeyi we no gutekereza kuri nyina na bishywa be

bari basigaye bonyine.

Nyuma y'ibyumweru bike, indege yari itwaye umukuru
w’'igihugu w’icyo gihe Juvénal Habyarimana yarahanuwe,
ako kanya i Kigali no muri perefegitura nyinshi z'igihugu,
jenoside yibasira Abatutsi ihita itangira. Umugi wa
Butare, aho Gicanda yari atuye, wamaze ibyumweru
bibiri, nta bwicanyi, nta gutoteza Abatutsi biharangwa,
kubera ubutwari n'ubuntu bwa Perefe wa Butare,

Dr Jean-Baptiste Habyarimana.

Mu rwego rwo gukwiza mu gihugu hose jenoside
yakorerwaga Abatutsi, perezida w'agateganyo w'u
Rwanda, Dr Théodore Sindikubwabo, yagiye muri
perefegitura ya Butare, ku ya 19 Mata 1994, maze, mu
ijjambo ryuje amarenga, ahamagarira abaturage
b'Abahutu kurimbura bagenzi babo b'Abatutsi.
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Bukeye bwaho, Lieutenant Jean-Pierre Bizimana,
wategekaga isibo ry'abasirikare b'Abahutu b'intagondwa,
yagiye mu rugo rwa Rosalie Gicanda. Abitegetswe na
Kapiteni lldephonse Nizeyimana, wari ushinzwe iperereza
n'ibikorwa bya gisirikare mu mugi wa Butare, Lieutenant
Bizimana n’abo ayoboye bafashe Gicanda n’abishywa be,
hanyuma babajyana mu busitani bw’ingoro
ndangamurage y'u Rwanda, iherereye mu birometero bike
by’urugo rwabo, nuko babica mu buryo buvanzemo

ubugome n’agasuzuguro.

Nyuma y'iminsi ibiri, abo basirikare basubiye kwa Gicanda

bica nyina, wari wasigaye wenyine.

lyicwa rya Rosalie Gicanda ryabaye imbarutso ya jenoside
yakorewe Abatutsi babaga muri perefegitura ya Butare.
Gicanda yabaye umuntu wa mbere wishwe mu mujyi wa

Butare muri jenoside yakorerwaga Abatutsi.

Amakuru y'iyicwa rye akimara gukwirakwira muri
Butare, udutsiko tw’abahutu b'intagondwa twiraye ako
kanya muri bagenzi babo, mu baturanyi babo

b'Abatutsi, maze tubica urubozo.

Nyuma ya jenoside yakorewe Abatutsi, umurambo wa
Gicanda washyinguwe, mu cyubahiro, ushyingurwa
iruhande rw'umusezero w'umugabo we, Umwami
Mutara Ill Rudahigwa. Bombi baruhukiye ubu ku

rwibutso rw’i Mwima, ruherereye i Nyanza.

Bitewe n'ubugwaneza bwe ndetse n'ubwiza buhebuje
bwe, Rosalie Gicanda yagiye akomozwaho mu
bihangano byinshi, nk'indirimbo “Inyange Muhorakeye”
yahimbiwe n’ikirangirire Cécile Kayirebwa mu rwego

rwo kumushengerera.
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HP.2001.20.8_Scan_020, collection MRAC Tervuren ; photographe non identifié, 1958 Tous droits réservés

Usumbura Airport (Bujumbura), 1958.
The royal families of Rwanda and Burundi about to board a Sabena plane, leaving for the 1958 Brussels World's Fair.
The Rwandan delegation is made up of Mutara Ill Rudahigwa, Queen-mother Nyiramavugo Il Kankazi, Immaculée
Kabanyana, the little sister of Kankazi, Queen Rosalie Gicanda and Jean-Berchmans Kimenyi, Secretary of Mutara.
Aéroport d'Usumbura (Bujumbura), 1958.
Les familles royales du Rwanda et du Burundi sur le point d'embarquer, a bord d'un avion de la Sabena, en partance vers
I'Exposition universelle de Bruxelles de 1958.

La délégation rwandaise était constituée du roi Mutara Ill Rudahigwa, de la reine-mére Nyiramavugo lll Kankazi, de
Immaculée Kabanyana, la petite soeur de Kankazi, de la reine Rosalie Gicanda et de Jean-Berchmans Kimenyi, le secrétaire
du roi Mutara.

Aha ni mu 1958 muri Usumbura (Bujumbura) ku kibuga cy'indege, aho bari bagiye gufata indege ya Sabena ibatwara i
Buruseli mu Bubiligi, aho bari bagiye kwitabira "Imurikagurisha mpuzampahanga ry'i Buruseli" ryo mu 1958. Urwo rugendo
rwarimo ku ruhande rw'u Rwanda : Umwami Mutara, Umugabekazi Nyiramavugo |l Kankazi, murumuna wa Kankazi, ari we
Kabanyana Immaculée hamwe, Rosalie Gicanda, ndetse n'umunyabanga wa Mutara ari we Jean-Berchmans Kimenyi.

On this photo, we can also see : Queen Baramparaye of Burundi, Lazare Ndazaro, Nyiramavugo Il Kankazi, Mutara lll
Rudahigwa, Rosalie Gicanda, Jean-Berchmans Kimenyi, Immaculée Kabanyana, Michel Kayihura, Jean-Paul Harroy,
Godefroid Kamuzinzi, Ignace Kamatari and Jean-Paul Harroy.
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